State of Tennessee

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 371
By Marrero, Kyle, Finney

A RESOLUTION to congratulate Booker T. Washington High School upon being named the winner
of the 2011 Race to the Top High School Commencement Challenge.

WHEREAS, it is fitling that this General Assembly should pause to specially recognize those
high schools that, through their unflagging commitment to excellence, seek to create and maintain
an educational environment in which the students of this State can thrive, bringing national acclaim
and recognition to the State of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, such an exemplary high schoo! is Booker T. Washington High School in
Memphis, which was recently personally selected by President Barack Obama as the winner of the
2011 Race fo the Top High School Commencement Challenge; and

WHEREAS, as the winning high school, the graduating Class of 2011 at Booker T.
Washington High School will enjoy the prestigious honor of having President Barack Obama as their
commencement speaker for their graduation; and

WHEREAS, competing against high schools across the Nation, Booker T. Washington High
School was one of six national finalists selected to participate in a public, on-line voting round of the
contest that saw over 100,000 individual voters view student-produced videos and short essays
about their school; and

WHEREAS, receiving support from across Tennessee and throughout the Nation, Booker T.
Washington High School advanced to the final round of the competition, needing only one more vote
to win — that of the President of the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, on May 10, 2011, the White House announced that President Barack Obama
had chosen Booker T. Washington High School as the 2011 Race to the Top High School
Commencement Challenge winner and that he will be traveling to Memphis to speak at their 2011
graduation commencement; and

WHEREAS, in his selection announcement, President Obama said, "Booker T. Washington
High School proves what can be accomplished when students, teachers, parents, and
administrators come together o support achievement in the classroom..."; and

WHEREAS, Booker T. Washington High School's mission is for all students 1o become
equipped with the intellectual, technological, and social skills that will allow them to exceed the
expectations of state and national standards; and

WHEREAS, Memphis' oldest high school created for African American students during
segregation, Booker T. Washington High School graduated two generations of African American
leaders who led the fight for civil rights both in Memphis and naticnally; and

WHEREAS, ftragically, the academic fortunes of Booker T. Washington High School
deteriorated as the neighborhood declined and local public housing became, according to an
editorial in The Commercial Appeal, centers of generational poverty, hopelessness, and crime — all
factors that hurt children’s educational attainment; and

WHEREAS, taking on the challenge, Principal Alisha Kiner and the students of Booker T.
Washington High School are changing that dynamic and have made impressive gains in student
scores on statewide exams and student graduation rates, which have gone from 60.4% in 2009 to
81.6% in 2010; and

WHEREAS, the faculty, staff, and administration have devoted countless hours and utilized
their invaluable talents in an effort to make Booker T. Washington High School a beacon of
excellence in the educational community of Tennessee; and
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WHEREAS, such a once in a lifetime opportunity, to host the President of the United States
of America, will truly be an inspirational and memorable event for the Booker T. Washington High
School Class of 2011 and for all their fellow students in attendance; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, that we honor and congratulate Booker T. Washington High School upon being
selected by President Barack Obama as the winner of the 2011 Race to the Top High School
Commencement Challenge and extend our best wishes to Principal Alisha Kiner, the students,
faculty, staff, and administration of Booker T. Washington High School.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared for
presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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